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about
We are trying to build a piece of a better world, a small community dedicated to inventing new ways of thinking, living and being.

Farm Cultural Park is an Independent Cultural Center. 
Here art and culture are noble instruments that give the City of Favara a new identity and future dimension. 



Abandoned to be transformed into mundane modern apartment blocks, this piece of Favara’s historic center experienced a 
tragedy in January of 2010: the collapse of a run-down building that caused the death of two little sisters.

The Seven Courtyards, also forgotten, and lacking maintenance and cleaning, were the sight of small-time trafficking and 
seemed destined to be swept away by a few bulldozers for security reasons or ghettoized by high walls made of tufa block. 
Resisting in their houses were Aunt Mary, Aunt Rosa and Aunt Antonia, three little old ladies born and raised there, and Vito, a 
big guy, all heart and muscle, with a few legal problems.

In March of 2010, two years earlier than planned, we decided to start recovery work on the first two buildings of the Seven 
Courtyards. If we hadn’t done it right away there was a risk that, in a few short months, nothing would remain of this small 
neighborhood. 

In June of 2010 we inaugurated the space with a large party, thousands of people from around Italy and different parts of the 
world, to share the beginning of a dream; to transform this place into a next generation Cultural Center in which culture becomes 
a noble instrument for the regeneration of a territory and to give a city without a past, a present and a future.

It has been six years of hard work; the restructured houses are many and the Seven Courtyards have become a small tourist 
attraction, many friends have joined us in this project and one of the first community Cooperatives has been born. It’s called 
Farmidable.

PURPOSE & HISTORY



FABBRICATORI DI SOGNI.

“Fabbricatori di Sogni” (Dream Makers) by Juraj Horniak, a documentary about Southern Italy 
that inspires and fills our hearts with hope, a challenge to the commonplace depiction of a poor 
and backward country. The film captures the positive energy that is transforming the South; 
energy that could be the beginning of a sort of renaissance, which, starting from Sicily, Puglia, 
Basilicata, Campania and Calabria invests throughout Italy.

“It all started about two years ago when I decided to radically change my life. Give up my career 
in advertising, get rid of everything that I possessed, and launch myself into a crazy adventure: 
to walk along the Mediterranean coast from Gibraltar to Istanbul. Eight thousand kilometers on 
foot or eight million steps. In fact the project is called 8 MILLION STEPS. Your fellow countryman 
Franco Cassano perfectly describes the essence of my walk: ‘We must be slow, loving the stops 
to watch the progress made, feel fatigue conquer like a sadness in the limbs, envy the sweet 
anarchy of who invents, from moment to moment, the road.’ On the way I shot several short films 
that tell the stories, sometimes sad and others happy, of people that I got to know. If sometime 
you have nothing to do, you can see them on my website: 8millionsteps.com

Then unfortunately, after walking two million steps, right on the border between France and 
Italy, my spinal column said ‘enough’. I had to leave the walk and make the decision to continue 
my odyssey simply telling stories and choose a specific geographical area. I decided to venture 
into the more mediterranean part of this nation: the South. I didn’t have a script to follow, only a 
vague idea or intuition that something really interesting was happening in this South: ferments of 
social change, perhaps the basis for a true Renaissance that this land MUCH deserves. “Dream 
Makers” is the result of part of my journey that lasted several months through Puglia, Campania, 
Basilicata, Calabria and Sicily; the last of which was the first half of my journey.

I accidentally landed in Favara and met Farm Cultural Park: it was like having a divine 
illumination, immediately I knew that I found myself in a place with an enormous power. The 
epicenter of an earthquake that was bringing down the old ideas and the old structures and 
giving rise to a whole community and a source of inspiration for other people in other places. 
The documentary begins with a few verses from the Uruguayan poet Mario Benedetti: ‘I like 
people that vibrate, people who cultivate their dreams until those dreams take hold of reality 
itself.’ Beautiful... without offending the memory of Mr. Benedetti I took the liberty of expanding 
his text with the following words: I like people who refuse to accept the social order imposed 
by corrupt politicians and their army of bureaucrats. I like people who aspire to a more human 
society, restless, imaginative and inspiring people. I like people that emanate light, who have a 
dream, a vision and the energy to change the entire world.

People like Andrea, Florinda and all the people who form part of this dream. I consider myself 
very lucky to have known you and I hope, through this documentary, to be able to spread as 
much as possible, or infect as much as possible the great energy that you have created. My 
objective, as a mission, is transmitting the hope that changes YES you can.”
         Juraj Horniak 

THE INDIVISIBLE CITIES

“The indivisible cities” documentary by Annamaria Craparotta.

Documentary made in Favara between 2014 and 2015, is a collection of nine short films 
inspired by the Invisible Cities of Italo Calvino and recounts nine micro-cities inside Favara. 

The documentary is set to music by Cassandra Raffaele, Sicilian songwriter.

films

It is not easy to explain Farm Cultural Park, and it’s 
normal that not everyone understands its reason for 
being; but everyone’s noticed how Favara is no longer 
as it once was. Everyone’s noticed that each day 
brings tourists and visitors from around the world and 
everyone’s read some article or have seen their city 
on television. Not because of the mafia, not because 
of illegal construction; but for art, culture, and urban 
regeneration. Piazza Cavour is the main square of 
Favara; it’s a beautiful square and hosts several noble 
palaces: the Chiaramonte Castle, the municipal library 
created by Baron Mendola, forgotten patron. Seven 
years ago, evening in the square became a small 
Maracaná, hosting African football championships 
until the early hours of the morning. It was nice even 
then, but no one if not immigrants lived in that beautiful 
part of the city. Today the square is home to small 
hotels, pizzerias, bars, and taverns and the youth of 
Favara no longer spend their evenings in San Leone. 
They are the friends of Agrigento that finally, for the first 
time, come to Favara to spend their evenings, and the 
young people of Favara finally feel proud.

favara



Farm Cultural 
Park at the 
Biennale of 
Architecture of 
Venice.
Farm Cultural Park has been invited two different times to 
the Italian Pavilion of the Biennale of Architecture in Venice. 
Moreover the Farm was also invited to two events outside the 
Biennale in the same years. 

2016
In 2016 in the Italian Pavilion of the 15th Biennale of Architecture 
of Venice invited by Tamassociati, at Arsenal North and also in the 
Thetis space with Gangcity, guests of the DIST - Interuniversity 
Department of Science, Planning and Territorial policies – 
Polytechnic of Turin, University of Turin. 

TAKING CARE - “designing for the common good” was the theme 
of Tamassociati for the Italian Pavilion at the 15th Biennale of 
Venice; it aimed to demonstrate to a wider audience what it means 
to improve the quality of life while working at the limit, under difficult 
circumstances, facing pressing challenges. To learn from those 
experiences that, despite the scarcity of resources, enhance 
what is available, instead of protesting about what is missing. To 
understand which design tools are needed to subvert the forces 
that favor the individual interest over the collective good.

The theme proposed by Tamassociati was perfectly in line 
with REPORTING FROM THE FRONT, the project of Alejandro 
Aravena, who was chosen for the 15th International Architecture 
Exhibition in Venice. The 15th Biennale of Architecture focused on 
and learned from architecture and experiences that, balancing 
intelligence and intuition, are able to move away from the status 
quo. Examples were presented that, despite the difficulties (or 
perhaps because of them), propose and implement something 
instead of expressing resignation and bitterness, demonstrating 
how in the perennial debate about the quality of the built 
environment, there is not only the need but also the space for 
action».

GANGCITY - curated by the DIST - Interuniversity Department of 
Science, Planning and Territorial Policies - Polytechnic of Turin, 
University of Turin - in collaboration with Farm Cultural Park, and 
the National Cinema Museum - documented the phenomenon of 
urban clusters subtracted of any kind of legal control, in order 
to activate re-appropriation processes and care for private and 
public spaces. The project aimed to reveal the mutual influence 
between violence and the geography of the city, paying special 
attention to gangs as the primary groups that are born and spread 
through urban ghettos, with a priority given to teenage involvement. 
By encouraging a mix of disciplines and methodologies, Gangcity 
proposed an international symposium and a photo exhibition, 
along with a variety of other scientific workshops and exhibitions. 
The narrative tone that emerges from a scientific analysis of the 
gang integrates with the choral narration of social scientists, 
architects, urban planners and artists, actors themselves, 
together with the inhabitants, of new life cycles of urban clusters, 
finally freed from the violence of the gang through social inclusion 
practices, instead of repression. 

North Arsenal, Thetis Space, May 26 - November 27



people
Farm Cultural Park was born from the intuition of Florinda and Andrea 
a young professional couple who decided not to move abroad, but to 
remain in Sicily, not to complain about what is not happening, to become 
protagonists of a small but significant change, to return to their pups 
Carla and Viola and to their community a little piece of a better world 
than they received.

founders



urban
farmer

the aunties of 
farm cultural park

Urban Farmer is a Farm Cultural Park project to promote the values 
and philosophy of the Farm through a unique and innovative format, 
which aims to inspire good practices in social utility and sustainable 
development, taking a cue from the experience of Farm Cultural 
Park.

The main purpose of Urban Farmer is to create a network of Farm 
ambassadors, which strongly share the Farm values and want 
to promote its culture in all forms of expression. The UFs should 
make relationships and connections with innovative and creative 
actors where they live. These actors should be creative and cultural 
institutions engaged with their territories in the same areas of 
interest as the Farm such as public design, urban regeneration and 
contemporary culture. The tangible realization and implementation 
of this project and its main purpose is to Design Your Farm Party 
(DYFP), a cultural event to link people who share the same values   
and the same philosophy as the Farm. The event will be organized by 
the UFs, who will choose a “happy place” that can be a public place 
or a private space chosen at the discretion of the UFs - so long as 
it is a place to be happy. “Places that make us happy” is the central 
theme of the event because these places are the ones chosen to 
rebuild social relations within the urban fabric for imagining a better 
future for us and for future generations. In essence, this event is a 
format designed by FCP to be simple, replicable and sustainable. 

The content created during DYFP should be documented and 
shared through a web platform and social media. This platform will 
be the main tool for managing this national and international network 
and to share best practices unearthed around the world.

The Seven Courtyards are a kind of Sicilian Casbah. Seven small courtyards linked 
together are home to a series of small buildings and hide an Arabic array of small but 
wonderful gardens. In this suggestive context, the cultural and recreational spaces 
neighbor the aunts’ houses. Antonia, Rosa and Maria are three of the aunts who live in the 
Seven Courtyards along with Vito and a few other residents. Every day our visitors ask 
how they received and what they think of the Farm. Try asking them. They will respond 
that they are happy, that there is a lot of company, and that they receive daily phone calls 
from their relatives abroad who hear good things about the Seven Courtyards.



community
of founders

Marco 
Imperadori

Salvator 
John Liotta

staff

Farm Cultural Park is the family project of Florinda and Andrea and their pups Carla 
and Viola but also of Michele and Cynthia, Nadia and Rino, Daniela and Alessandro, 
Antonio and Rosario, Gianni and Vanda, Daniele and Marica, Francesco and Lillo, 
Antonio and Giulietta, Filippo and Linda, Nicola and Katia and hundreds of other 
friends. Farm Cultural Park is the project of a small community of dreamers who have 
not given up on the idea of living in a more beautiful Sicily and to be the protagonists 
of this improvement.

Antonio and Rosario are the skeleton of the organization inside the Seven Courtyards, 
run ragged pleasing foolish requests of artists-in-residence or welcoming new visitors. 
Their secret? A smile for everyone. 

Armando Giglia

Armando left us suddenly in a tragic scooter accident. He was one of us. He was 28 
years old and loved to work at the Farm. He always told his friends, “Do you realize? 
I do work that I like, I do it at my house, and they even pay me. What more could I 
want?” Dear Armandino, we know that you are always with us, remember that you will 
be in our hearts forever.

Salvator-John Liotta is really special, a special guy.
Since the day we met for the first time in the Seven Courtyards (I already knew him 
by reputation) and I asked for his help at the Farm and in Favara, he has always 
given his help with love and generosity in every possible way, enabling us to do and 
design things that otherwise would be unimaginable without his valuable contribution. 
There is his head and his hand and the collaboration of his prestigious architectural 
firm based in Paris, Laps, in the pretty houses of Sou, the School of Architecture for 
Children.

It was Salvator-John Liotta who introduced us to Marco Imperadori. 
In all these years we’ve never met a more brilliant, quick, and generous person, or one 
who promotes and sustains us every day in an extremely moving way.

To show all our gratitude we had the honor and pleasure to proclaim him THE 
BEAUTIFUL MIND 2016, a prize that the Community of Farm Cultural Park assigns 
every year to the person who, more than any other, has contributed to the Farm’s 
cultural growth.



artists
We have lost count. Not even we know anymore how 
many artists, architects, designers, musicians and 
creative people have passed by in recent years to 
the Seven Courtyards.

A heartfelt thanks to each of them; if the Farm is 
a special place it is certainly thanks to the work, 
enthusiasm and passion of each one of them.



special 
guests

students

It often happens that we host special people for a talk or a lecture; someone who is doing 
something important to change the world where they live. It is nice to listen to them, get 
inspired by their experiences and learn from their paths, even by their mistakes and from 
their failures. Thank you for having honored us with your presence.

Prof. Alexiei Dingli, Mayor of Valletta

They arrived from Tokyo, Berlin, Boston, Tunis, Paris but also from Venice, Milan, 
Rome, Turin and from all the Sicilian Universities. Their enthusiasm and their 
curiosity fills us with adrenaline and every time we host a group of students in 
residence, the Seven Courtyards, undergo an explosive energy.

volunteers
What would we do without them? 
A sense of belonging, self-sacrifice and a desire to learn are the 
characteristics of those who decide to approach the Farm to help us 
out. During these years you all have been many and we want to take this 
opportunity to thank you all.



place farm xl
It is the most important cultural area of the farm. Inside 
there are exhibitions, installations and cultural projects 
that change twice a year.



Sou.
The school of 
architecture 
for kids.
A School of Architecture for kids so they may be accustomed to freedom of thought, the magic of creativity, the vocation of 
realizing their dreams, the desire to make possible the impossible. With a small tribute to Japan and its most enlightened  
and visionary contemporary architects, DIY culture, and an attentive eye for the architectural and planning practices that 
can improve the lives of an entire community.

With productions curated by architect Salvator-John Liotta of Laps studio, graphic designer Maria Pia Bartoli Felter, 
philosopher Luca Mori and architect Francesco Lipari of OFL, biologist Massimiliano Cerra and illustrator Adriana Lo 
Curto and with the collaboration of Charles M. Yurgalevitch, Director of the New York School of Horticulture.

http://www.sou-school.com



Raft. 
A Journey 
inside 
planet 
Farm

Claudia, Dario and Antonio are three extremely talented young architects. Their studio-workshop 
is called Analogique. We’ve known each other for a long time, we’ve already done many 
beautiful things together with their Teacher, another friend, Marco Navarra. Then we met again 
in Venice, were even their guests in the Biennale of Architecture in the new Venice Pavilion. We 
started talking, planning to do something together soon. 

We took each other at our word and turned ‘soon’ into ‘immediately.’ I asked them to think of 
a project that could tell the story of Farm Cultural Park, the route traveled these last few years. 
They pulled RAFT out of a hat, journey inside planet FARM. A bombshell. An emotional and 
documentary path between the present, past and future of the Farm involving in turn more 
creative and extraordinary architects. 
I’m really proud to welcome inside the Seven Courtyards this new wonderful creature that 
enhances and beautifies all the work done these last six years and propels us into what could 
be future scenarios. If during these years you stopped in Favara and in the Seven Courtyards, 
there will be a photo, a video frame, or something of you. 

Come find yourselves inside RAFT.



Farm Cultural Park is an independent cultural center. Purple 
Travel, well-known British blog, ranks the Farm seventh place 
for lovers of contemporary art, after Florence, Paris, Bilbao, 
the islands of Greece and New York. 

Inside are many unique spaces that can be used to celebrate 
an important moment of your lives.

Riad is a tribute to the main inspirational site of the Farm: 
Place Jemaa el fna in Marrakech. It’s a large garden with 
a wellness corner that contains a small red swimming pool, 
showers and a sun deck, a barbecue corner to prepare and 
offer food, and a white wooden house used as a cocktail bar.

Nzemmula is a social kitchen, perfect for celebrating a 
special occasion with the people you care about most. You 
can cook together or simply invite a chef to do it for you, you 
can invite a DJ or a band for an evening of dancing or you 
can organize a meeting or a presentation.

Roof Garden is ideal for a nighttime party. 
On the top floor there is a beautiful terrace that overlooks 
the Seven Courtyards and from which you can admire the 
Cathedral of Favara. The terrace has a small kitchen for 
cooking, for catering, or for creating a cocktail bar space. 
Live music, projections on the rooftops and great atmosphere 
are the natural ingredients for a unique and exclusive party.

Basta is the cocktail bar area of Farm Cultural Park. 
A space divided into two levels with an independent terrace 
which borders the exhibition space of Farm Cultural Park. 
Ideal for an intimate party with a few friends, a bachelor 
party, a birthday or a romantic dinner.

Holy Cow is the coworking space. 
It can be rented in whole or in part for short or long periods of 
time or even for a single day. It’s ideal for working and holding 
meetings in a stimulating environment full of contemporary 
art and culture.

renting



food enjoy
Anything you want.

It’s possible to eat delicious and inexpensive dishes 
in the various food spaces. You can enjoy: fresh 
octopus at Purperia, Sicilian street food and fresh 
pasta in the Basta corner; cold cuts and cheeses 
in the Community space, a Mediterranean pizza by 
Bellamè, or pure sin with a great ricotta cannolo at 
the entrance of the Seven Courtyards by Piero.

RIAD FARM If you are looking for a little oasis, look 
no further. Inside the Seven Courtyards, within the 
Farm you can cool off in the hot hours of the Sicilian 
summer and book an amazing suite for a special 
occasion.



get involved
Apply 4 artist

Web Farmer

Volunteer

Urban Farmer

Cool Hunter

Work 4 Farm

Are you an artist, an architect, a philosopher… an odd sort 
that has the desire to do something at the Farm?
Do you think that your work could, in some way, produce 
some effects on our part of the Community?
Send us your brief profile, tell us why you would like this 
experience and send us your proposal.

If you like Farm and everything we do; have good writing 
skills and would enjoy giving us a hand, become a Web 
Farmer. All you need is a computer, an internet connection, 
and a few hours of your time! You can tell us about the 
Farm and our events, personally take part and involve your 
contacts. Send us a brief profile of yourself and tell us why 
you want to have this experience.

Are you curious, do you live in a big city or a cool place, 
or do you spend your time traveling the world? Do you like 
art, design, architecture, music, cinema, fashion, graphics, 
quality food and everything else happening in the world 
today? Become a Farm cool hunter and help us discover 
and pass along the most interesting things happening 
around the world. Send us your brief profile and tell us why 
you want to have this experience.

Want a change of scenery and to move to a small town in 
Sicily? Want to prepare the potatoes with the onions and 
curate the Farm website? Can you bring some useful skills 
to the development of this project? 
Send us a brief profile of yourself and tell us why you want 
to have this experience.

Do you want to understand what a Independent Cultural Centre 
is and how it’s managed? Do you like what we do at the Farm and 
think you want to do an educational experience collaborating 
with us?
Become a volunteer at Farm Cultural Park and spend some time 
with us. Send us your brief profile, tell us why you want to do this 
experience.

In Italy or abroad, become a Farm leader for your city. Help us 
raise awareness of Farm Cultural Park and its values in your city. 
What are the duties of a City Farmer? 
Share and publicize information on so-called local “good 
practices” and organize a big Farm party (DYFP Design your 
Farm Party) once a year in your city. 
Send us a brief profile of yourself and tell us why you want to 
have this experience.



donate

Be one of us, 
support Farm 

Cultural Park.
Since 2010 Farm Cultural Park has been engaged with Urban 
Regeneration projects and Territorial Development. We have done it 
thanks to the devotion of a few private donors and the help of tens of 
thousands of supporters driven by a simple belief: that a better future 
is a fundamental right of EVERY Human Being.

A regular donation is the best way to allow us to plan our social and 
cultural activities, but if you prefer you can also support Farm Cultural 
Park with a single donation.

Banca Prossima Gruppo Intesa San Paolo
via Roma 405, 90133 Palermo
IBAN IT69A0335901600100000014638
Conto Postale n. 001026479160
IBAN IT69H0760116600001026479160

Cashier’s check
You can also send your contribution with a non-transferable check 
sent in a sealed envelope or letter to:
FARM Cultural Park, Cortile Bentivegna 92026 Favara (AG)



Contemporary
Art

#Phlebas2060
We transfer ourselves into the future, 2060 
Phlebas, Phoenician merchant that we find 
in the poem “Death by Water” by Thomas 
Stearns Eliot, imagining him a migrant in the
reverse sense across the Mediterranean, 
while fleeing the poverty of the European 
continent and he narrates the memory as a 
castaway. A modern Odysseus who narrates 
an epic to the present fact with the poems 
of Thomas Stearns Eliot, Luigi Pirandello, 
Wallace Stevens, Charles Dickens, Wystan 
Hugh Auden, Arthur Rimbaud, Robert Frost,
Gabriele D’Annunzio, Empedocle, Antonio
Machado.

We retrace the story of Phlebas in a dreamlike 
journey through cathode pipes, vinyls, 
stamps, passports, iron and salt.

Conception by Dario Lanfranca and Luca Lagash
Installation by MOG and Luka Lagash
Video and Photography by Luca Sebastiano Insinga
and Nicola Gnesi
Sculptures by MOG
Soundscape by Luca Lagash

Luca Lagash
Aka Luca Saporiti, current bassist of 
Marlene Kuntz, after collaborating with 
award-winning La Crus, a band he met in 94 
during a period in London where he signed 
his first record deal with Beyond Records 
of Mike Barnett, one of the first specialized 
labels in electronic music in Europe. Various 
collaborations as Soundscaper and Live 
Performer with Video Artists and Directors 
such as Masbedo, Claudio Sinatti, Thorsten 
Fleisch, Michal Kosakowski, Polynoid, 
JumpCut. Co-production and artistic 
direction of Special editions: International 
Literature Festival Rome 2012, Simple / 
Complex Invisible Moleskine Songs limited 
edition 2013 (reprinted in 2015 in the UK and 
US) Internationales Literaturfestival Berlin
2014, Please Close Your Eyes. 2015 Live 
Performance Side rare, Foundation Volume! 
Rome, 15 September. Live Performance 
Exilles Fest, Salone Libro Torino Exilles, 
August 26. Live Masbedo Performance 
Santarcangelo Festival, 19 July. Invisible 
Moleskine Songs UK / US release, upcoming 
Tour. Marlene Kuntz Catartica Tour. Marlene 
Kuntz Pansonica EP release.

Dario Lanfranca
Born in 1970 in Palermo, where he did his 
secondary and university studies at the 
Faculty of Classic Letters, graduating with 
a thesis in Greek Culture on The Birds by 
Aristophanes. He began working as a film 
festival organizer on behalf of the City of 
Palermo, also curating the artistic direction 
of summer film programming for the city at 
Villa Philippine. He collaborated with the 
Regional cinema office on the organization  
of the video art festival, The light image 
(1998-2000), and on the production of art  
film reviews (Elmer, Amelio ...). He works 
as a precarious teacher in peripheral 
neighborhoods of Palermo and Ustica; 
where he is dedicated to the collection of 
bed frames thrown in the local landfill, that 
he decorates with objects and fishing line 
for a labyrinth project that never come into 
the light. Back to teaching illiterate adults in 
Palermo. In 2008 he moved to Paris where he 
obtained a doctorate in ‘Etudes Italiennes’ at 
the University of Paris 8 with a thesis on the 
history of Sicilian political culture and the 
origins of the Mafia (forthcoming publication 
in 2016) and he writes screenplays on behalf 
of the film production company Les Films 
d’Ici. In 2015 he shot a short film ‘The Other 
Son,’ with Gaetano Bruno and Luigi Maria 
Burruano, which is currently in production, 
and for which he is currently working on the 
soundtrack.

MOG
Marble, iron, bronze, plaster are just some
materials used by Morgana Orsetta Ghini 
to make sculptures, installations, and 
jewelry. Her work, already begun when she 
was at the Academy, is characterized by 
conceptual and formal rigor: at the center 
of her artistic message MOG places the 
feminine essence, understood as life and 
as a fulcrum of the continuity of our species. 
This concept is depicted through a refined 
and discreet use of the forms of the vagina 
that become characteristic of her entire 
work.
In 2005, the gallery Navona 42 in Rome 
dedicated a solo exhibition to her called  
“Corporeal Architectures” which followed the 
exposition of Steam Factory from Milan, 
within the exhibition “Milano-Africa.” Here 
a large black sculpture of Zimbabwean 
granite, iron and water was presented: titled 
43800, the number of minutes a Nigerian 
woman spends in a year to bring, by foot, 
buckets of drinkable water needed to live.

Among the most recent exhibitions were: 
one in the United States at the Rosa Parks 
Museum in Alabama, one at Pietrasanta in 
the Church of St. Augustine, one at Forte 
dei Marmi with monumental sculptures in 
the square, a solo exhibition in Milan, in the 
Corso Magenta 10 space for art.



VLADY
THIRSTY. FOR PUBLIC SPACES.

The first solo exhibition of Vlady; multidisciplinary visual 
artist whose work ranges from external intervention to street 
performances, from conceptual text to surreal video, from minimal 
installations to the situationist prank... all almost always without 
permission and for the streets. In very exceptional cases, the 
works of Vlady can be purchased and a portion of the proceeds 
will be donated to the fundraiser for Farm Children’s Museum.

ACADÉMIE ROYALE DES BEAUX-ARTS DE BRUXELLES 
ART DANS L’ESPACE PUBLIC (AESP)

2 residences, 14 artists and just as many installations or 
performances all around Farm Cultural Park.

A total immersion in art designed for public spaces,
between sound installations, circus arts, and anthropological 
cultural paths. 

Benoit Armange (France), Guillaume Cazalet (Belgium-France)
Maya Dalinsky (USA), Massimiliano Di Franca (Italy), Danbee
Hur (Korea), Nasrine Kheltent (Belgium-Morocco), Sabrina 
Magalhaes (Brazil), Heloise Prax-Jacques (France) Lucila
Prestach (Argentina) Luc Superchi-Gaillard (France) and 
Yaozheng Tan (China), of the Académie Royale des Beaux 
Arts Brussels (ARBA-ESA) division Art dans l’Espace Public 
(AEsP) coordinated by Jeremy Fournié and directed by Aram 
Mekhitarian (Perception of space and philosophy AEsP), 
Jean-Francois Fontaine (Video art and sound AESP) and Guy 
Massaux (Owner AESP);



MAKE
8x1

Each of us is the sum of the people they’ve met, of places they’ve 
visited, of the things they’ve eaten, the emotions they’ve lived, 
the experiences they’ve gained. This applies to people and also 
to places.

8x1 is a symbol of gratitude to beauty, a way of saying thank you 
and acknowledging the magic of inspiration, the good example, 
the sense of possibility, and the desire to create of other people 
or places.

8X1 is an installation of Make for and with Farm Cultural Park
in collaboration with the Politecnico of Milan and with NordZinc.
A part of the installation has found a permanent home on the
Campus of Lecco and eight other parts were adopted by eight 
Favaresi entrepreneurs who have started brilliant business 
initiatives in Favara.

BARBARA CAMMARATA
MOTHER TELLS YOU HOW TO MAKE A 
BLOWJOB

The work draws inspiration from the book 
Mother Tells You How: Essential Life Skills 
for Modern Young Women - “Girl” 1951-
1960, from Onbekend, a book that collects a
very popular comic book series from the ‘50s 
in England aimed at young women. Judy 
the main character, finds herself learning 
the necessary skills to becoming a good 
housewife, like sewing, cooking, organizing 
a party, bathing a baby ...... all through 
suggestions of her mother.

The work deals with issues related to the 
formation of individuality, starting from an 
analysis of stereotypes and the socio-cultural 

conventions from which all individuals come.

Stereotypes and conventions are often 
the cause of obstacles in the formation of 
their  own ego. We very often find ourselves 
caged in these mechanisms that make us 
give up or even block ourselves, limiting the 
affirmation of our own being.

The relationship analysis has allowed us to 
observe how most individuals appear to be 
paralyzed by formalism, which, though it  
seems necessary in certain steps of growth,  
is instead capable of generating destructive  
mechanisms.

The change, which may or may not be 
visible is at the base of a proactive attitude.
It is often said that a person has changed 

their mind, what is involved? What does it 
mean?

A mind finds itself suddenly, due to certain  
factors, oriented in a different manner.

What are the conditions that cause this 
change and which cause the person to begin 
to act accordingly? Some of these factors 
are often indirect, imperceptible, long-term, 
unintentional and sometimes even perverse.

The consequences?
Often it scares us to observe, in some cases
suffer, a kind of imbalance between thought 
and behavior. 

“The scale of change is one of the conditions 
that characterize the human act”.

DOMENICO PELLEGRINO
SICILY, SEA OF LIGHT.

A Sicily, sea of light that, in the contemporary world of today, where the sea is a theater of
tragedy, represents hope for many who have fled.
So it is that the Sicily of artist Domenico Pellegrino, after having lit the waterfront of Palermo 
from Palazzo De Seta, was lying in the sea of Lampedusa. A symbol of the strong emotional 
impact that confuses art and commentary. The idea that something can in fact shine there,
where almost every day is consumed by human tragedy, not only has an artistic valence but 
is also of great reflection.
And it is to give strength to this thought that the Palermo artist, together with the installation of
Sicily, has started filming his first video entitled “Cosmogonia Mediterranea”.



ANGELO MILANO AND MOMO

Angelo Milano (Studiocromie) creator of the Fame Festival
of Grottaglie, and Momo, American artist recognized as one
of the most influential contemporary street artists who has 
worked on the landscapes of large cities like Philadelphia, 
NYC, Boston, Washington and many others.

TRISCELE PROJECT OF MARTINA 
MERLINI, MONEYLESS, STEN LEX

Triscele is a project conceived, curated 
and created by Martina Merlini, Moneyless 
and Sten Lex. The triskelion, ancient 
mythological figure, three-legged being, 
and symbol of Sicily, has been adopted 
by this project to represent the union of 
three different artistic subjects. Triscele is 
a journey of a group of artists who seek a 
connection with the Sicilian landscape, 
establishing a contact with the time and the 
history that it encloses and tells through its
surfaces, creating graphic overlays that 
emulate nature, mixing the intervention with 
the past, an artist with the other, to give life 
to works as unique as the identity of the 
ancient mythological figure.

Sten and Lex started making stencils on the
street in Rome, between 2000 and 2001, 
from then, their works have become part of
the urban landscape of cities like London, 
Paris, Barcelona, New York. In 2001 in Italy, 
the stencil technique, as artistic expression, 
was little used on the street, for this reason 
Sten and Lex are considered, in the context 
of Street Art, among the first diffusers of the 
“graffiti stencil” in Italy.[1]

The first street stencils retain an image 
common to many of the stencil artists 
active at that time. The portraits from 2001-
2002 regard icons of B-movies, secondary 
characters of American shows from the 
‘60s - ‘70s, figures taken from Hitchcock, 
Orson Welles and Bergman.

From 2003 there was a gradual rejection of
the culture that characterized the early work
and a search began of the anonymous 
nature that would characterize their current 
work. In the same period they developed the 
mezzotint stencil technique. The technique, 
they called, Hole School: the first stencils 
in black and white made up of lines were 
born. Their research ranges from  classical 
engraving to the printing techniques

of today: they see the stencil as a 
contemporary engraving technique. [1]

After being arrested in 2005 they 
interrupted the stencil technique for some 
years to paint huge portraits with a brush 
on tissue paper sheets 4-5 meters and 
more in height. At that time, the poster was 
not very common in Rome, at least not in 
large sizes, but the tissue paper was so 
transparent that once it was attached to 
the wall it seemed to become part of it. The 
process of decomposition of the ephemeral 
work on the posters would influence their 
future projects.

Since 2009, Sten and Lex have used the 
stencil as posters and they paint on them to 
then destroy the matrix: the “Stencil poster”. 
The process begins by fixing a stencil in  
the street. The poster is recut as a stencil 
and fixed on the wall like a manifesto; the 
poster is painted, then it will be time and 
atmospheric agents that remove it leaving 
space for the image imprinted on the wall. 
Usually some shreds of posters remain 
attached that are nothing but residues of 
the stencil master.

Since 2008, the works of Sten and Lex  
began to be done on entire building  
facades. Examples are the “Pope sleeping” 
painted in Piazza Magione in Palermo, 
“Miss Nor Tronic” in Stavanger and the 
face of a boy that is 700 square meters in 
size in Køge in Denmark, one of the largest 
stencils ever made in the world.
 
In 2008 they were invited by Banksy to 
the Cans Festival, in an abandoned tunnel 
near Leake Street in South East London, 
along with thirty-nine other artists including: 
C215, Bsas Stencil, Btoy, Dotmaster, Dolk,
Faile, Hero, Logan Hicks, Mr. Brainwash, 
Lucamaleonte, Orticanoodles, Pøbel, 
Prism, Roadsworth, Sadhu, Vhils.



fotografia
MAHTAB HUSSAIN
THE COMMONALITY OF STRANGERS

In 2014 New Art Exchange, Nottingham 
commissioned artist Mahtab Hussain to 
capture the diverse community residing in its
locality through portraiture. Hussain spent 
five-months walking the streets, connecting 
with people from across the globe and 
listening to their experiences.What emerged 
from this research is The Commonality 
of Strangers, a collection of portraits and 
interviews which address the impact of 
multiculturalism in Britain today. In doing so
The Commonality of Strangers humanises 
the migrant’s story, demystifying who these 
individuals really are, while confronting the 
viewer with the reality of their experience 
and why they came to live in the UK.

Their personal accounts are displayed 
alongside their portrait. Often deeply 
shocking in their content, the stories speak of 
poverty, persecution, violence and the hope 
for a better life. What unfolds therefore is a 
body of work which challenge stereotypes 
and assumptions in a current political 
environment in which immigration is a major 
issue. Hussain hopes that in bringing these 
individuals to the fore and allowing their 
voices to be heard will empower minority 
cultures by giving a deeper context to their 
existence in the UK. 

The collection also presents the voices of 
the established and longstanding residents. 
Here Hussain tests if the lived experience of
a multi-cultural neighbourhood indeed 
marries with the problems and challenges 
often emphasised in the political arena.

Despite the enormity of the subject matter, 
Hussain has chosen to present the portraits 
with an everyday lightness; we see young
people ‘hanging out’, communities gathering 
to socialise, people going about their daily 
work. By presenting scenarios we can all
relate to, Hussain is asking the viewer to 
consider the commonality of mankind’s 
wants and needs whilst emphasising that 
the veneer of everyday life can easily veil the 
immense struggles and deeper contexts in 
which people live, and have lived.

The Commonality of Stranger by Mahtab 
Hussain is a touring exhibition produced by 
New Art Exchange, Nottingham, UK.



PROJECT MIRABELLA:
TALES OF BEAUTY

Salvatore is an award-winning photographer who lives and works in London. Of Sicilian origin, he 
graduated in Communications in Rome and has a Masters in Creative Management in London. 
Thanks to such a varied background and experiences, which brought him closer to the role of visual 
creative, the work of Salvatore alternates between fashion and reportage. In 2014 his first individual 
work, “Red Kusthi: an old fight” won the prestigious first prize of the Sony World Photography Awards 
and the Int’l Photography Awards (IPA). Soon after he made his second personal project, 120AFTER 
at secretsundaze, that was exhibited in Berlin and sponsored by Bombay Sapphire in media 
partnership with “Interview Magazine Germany.”

Salvatore works both in London and in other countries. His works have appeared, among others, in 
Vogue.it, National Geographic, Rolling Stone Italy, Hunger Magazine, Vanity Fair Italy, The British 
Journal of Photography, Creative Review and Il Sole 24 Ore.

In his search for an approach to fashion photography and the social, he developed his latest Work, 
Project Mirabella: Tales of Beauty. Published in “The British Journal of Photography” and National 
Geographic, Mirabella Imbaccari is a town of about 5000 inhabitants located in the southeast of 
Sicily. After widely reported events of mass migration from Africa, Mirabella and the neighboring 
town of Vizzini welcomed foreign women, most of them Nigerians asking international protection, 
in Sprar centers (system of protection for asylum seekers and refugees). The African tradition of 
hairstyles is very old and expresses important feelings on occasions of a strong emotional impact, 
as for example: funerals, weddings, wars, hunting etc...

The photographer asked each one of these women, in host centers, to create a look that could 
express their feelings for a such an important and life-changing moment in their lives.

The scope of “Project Mirabella: Tales of beauty” is precisely to restore to these women their 
traditional beauty and to make them feel as if they were at home. A story of beauty enriched by the 
strong personality of women who have risked their lives in search for freedom, happiness and a 
better future.



architettura
KITAGAWARA URBAN BYOBU
Installation by Marco Imperadori and thanks to the 
generous support of Galoppini Legnami

A portion of the Japanese Pavilion of the Milan EXPO, 
designed by architect Atsushi Kitagawara, lives a second 
life thanks to an idea by Professor Imperadori of the Milan  
Polytechnic and the generosity of Galoppini Legnami.

The Byobu is a traditional Japanese screen, used to separate 
and delimit private spaces. “Byobu” means “Protection from 
wind”, a term that somehow suggests it was originally used 
to block drafts.



MILAN POLYTECHNIC - CAMPUS OF LECCO
COMPASSO VOLANTE / WORKSHOP

Three days of work with the guys from Compasso Volante -
Milan Polytechnic. An afternoon of work, a practical workshop
about the reuse of some extra parts from the Kitagawara 
Urban Byobu. The results: Xilopanca, Starbello, and Pigi 
benches and Pigi Reloaded.

Thanks to the twelve students who gave us three days of 
ideas and the contribution of important thoughts, much joy, 
much passion and some magnificent achievements of objects 
made from recovered wood. Thanks to the Vice Rector of the 
Polytechnic, Manuela Grecchi, and to the teachers Grabriele 
Masera, Valentina Gallotti, and Michele Amadori.



design
IT’S A WONDERFUL TIME, SUMMER DESIGN FEST

What is there that is wonderful in this time of crisis?
The “crisis” is that “crucial moment”, when something 
begins or changes. So let’s get ready to change, cultivating 
the  unreasonable hope that it will be a wonderful time. For 
this to happen we must put together revolution and projects 
which Italian design has done before, when we had less and 
we imagined more.

Let’s play then, because the game and utopia are in the 
toolbox of the designer, alongside hope. She who designs 
hopes, wants more, and acts to make it happen. Even in 
Sicily, beyond any reasonable hope, there are those who, 
armed with utopia, imagination and desire, design because 
they think that the future will be a wonderful time, to these the 

Summer Design Fest of ADI Sicilia is dedicated. 

SUMMER DESIGN FEST

The summer design fest is the festival of the protagonists of 
Sicilian design: companies, designers, cultural and training 
operators. An event organized by ADI Sicilia, in partnership 
with Palazzo Cafisi, Farm Cultural Park and O2italia 
Association at Palazzo Michele Cafisi, former scythe factory 
and nursery school, in the center of Favara (AG), for the 
occasion of the great annual party of Farm Cultural Park; 
spread-out center of culture, tourism and contemporary art,
settled in the oldest part of the historic center of Favara, a 
small Sicilian town 9 km from the Valley of the Temples in 
Agrigento.



danza 
contemporanea

SCENARIO FARM

In the first six years of life of Farm Cultural Park, contemporary 
art, architecture and public design were certainly the three 
predominant languages.

2016 was nevertheless a very important year for the introduction 
or strengthening of new languages   within Farm Cultural Park. 

Surely the most extraordinary thing was the opening of 
Scenariofarm, a permanent Embassy of the Roberto Zappalà 
Dance Company dedicated to contemporary dance, with two 
spaces: Nanobox, intended for one on one performances, and 
video box, that actually housed the MindBox; the interactive 
video / audio installation created in 2009 by the Berlin artist 
Christian Graupner / Humatic in collaboration with Zappalà,  
inspired by the slot-machine. The slot is usable by the 
spectator-player who controls the gaming machine connected 
to the projection of a video in three broken images where the 
same choreographer appears, eight years younger, captured 
in movements and gestures that can be accelerated or slowed 
down, stopped or started by the decision of the player. A fun 
and contagious gambling game based on a mix of elements 
that range from music to choreography, from cinematography, 
to dance, to beat boxing. The last expression describes a form 
of vocal percussion from which the installation derives its name. 

ScenarioFarm includes a series of live performances by young 
international dancers for one person at a time throughout the 
summer weekends.



performing art
SUDO

In this delicious summer of 2016, for mid-August from the 13th to the 16th, the Farm, thanks to collaboration with 
SUDO, opens its doors in an important way to the world of performing arts, hosting the first meeting in the South 
of Italy of this artistic discipline. SUDO International Performance Art Meeting; 10 international artists, 8 European 
and Latin American countries involved, four days of #performance, workshops and lectures, 40 degrees, a lot of 
sweat, a lot of body, much joy.



musica
A PLACE THAT MAKES YOU HAPPY

And still national and international contemporary music, 
waiting to be able to move the concert activity to Palazzo 
Giglia perhaps in collaboration with the Ypsigrock friends, 
who celebrate nineteen years of success with the famous 
namesake festival in Castelbuono this year. Not only was 
the live-event very important in this regard but so was the 
long lasting residence of famous Luca Lagash, bassist of 
Marlene Kunts.



cinema
Farm Film Festival 2016 
International short film festival

Move! Do Something: 
People and Places that are changing the world

 “Move! Do something: People and Places that are changing 
the world” is a great Farm Cultural Park project that through 
exhibitions, residencies for artists, talks, and workshops will 
involve and tell the stories of people and places that are 
changing the world. 

“Move! Do something: People and Places that are changing
the world” - Farm Film Festival 2016 – International short 

film festival is aimed at the production of short films capable 
of telling, with slightly discounted language, exciting and 
engaging “stories of change”.

The literal translation of Move! Do something is “Get a Move 
on” an incitement to activism, to the desire to become 
protagonists of beautiful stories of durable and sustainable  
territorial development through the creation of Independent   
cultural centers like Farm Cultural Park.

The goal is not only to raise awareness about those people 
and places that are rethinking about our future, but also to 
promote proactive behavior with respect to the transformation 
of our society.

In this first edition more than 400 films from 5 continents 
involving as many as 45 countries were registered. The three 
countries with the largest number of participants were, the 
host country, that is Italy, followed by Germany and the USA.  
The largest country among participants was definitely Russia,  
while the smallest was Lesotho, a small African country with  
a population of about 2 million people. The 42 finalists were 
from 11 countries: Italy, Germany, Austria, England, France, 
USA, Switzerland, Pakistan, Spain, Lithuania and Australia.



LITERATURE
The summer of 2016 introduces in a more structured way the theme of
literature (always present thanks to the systematic presentation of 
books).

FAIR. - Farm in Reading - Three appointments in which the Farm met
literature. The main purpose of FAIR is to promote contemporary 
literature of the territory, through meetings with authors and publishers.
We were accompanied in this review by the Editori allo Scoperto: 
many small, independent, Sicilian and Italian publishing houses that 
cooperate and network, to promote reading and knowledge of various 
editorial realities, even outside the usual channels. 

Editors who seek a direct dialogue with the public, which is no 
longer seen as a simple auditorium, but as the active part of a great 
publishing project. The Editori allo Scoperto have brought their books 
and their ideas to the Farm, presenting them to the public with their 
catalog and with the words on the FAIR stage. Moreover, in the various 
evenings three great writers who were guests of FAIR submitted their 
work. Remaining on the subject of literature, poetry and journalism, 
the valuable and fruitful collaboration with publishing house Medinova 
brought to Favara in the summer of 2016, presentation of the books 
of the famous Simonetta Agnello Holby, the Syrian poet Maram al 
Mahrs and the journalist of the Fatto Quotidiano newspaper, Antonello 
Caporale.

VALLETTA AND MATERA

Valletta European Capital of Culture 2018

Lecture by Prof. Alexiei Dingli, Mayor of 
Valletta, guest of Farm Cultural Park

Valletta was declared European Capital of 
Culture (CEC) on October 12, 2012. The 
Valletta 2018 Foundation is responsible for 
the completion of the project.

The city of Valletta will hold the title of 
European Capital of Culture in 2018 together 
with the Dutch city of Leeuwarden. In the 
specific case of Malta, the CEC will not be 
restricted to the capital, but will include all the 
Maltese islands, with the aim of spreading its
impact on the entire territory of Malta.

The Valletta 2018 Foundation is responsible
for the implementation of the cultural 
program. As per the CEC regulations set by 
the EU, the cultural program will promote a
European dimension and will encourage 
citizen participation. Valletta 2018 will enable 
Maltese and EU citizen participation and 
will form an integral and sustainable part of 
the long-term social, economic and cultural 
development of Malta. The cultural program 
is built around four themes: Generations, 
Itineraries, Cities and Islands. In conjunction 
with the cultural program, the Foundation 
is developing a research and evaluation 
program directly linked to the culture.

Matera

Matera will be the European Capital of 
Culture in 2019. 

“Cities without the energy of the people are 
like hardware without the software” 

Rossella Tarantino Matera 2019, 
development and networking manager 
of Matera Basilicata 2019 Foundation, for 
the completion of the program of Matera 
European Capital of Culture (ECOC), there 
reveals the highlights of a project that is 
already a success!

territorial 
development
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